
IMPLEMENTATION
GUIDE



 

Fits any  
Budget and 
Group Size
Kits are designed 

for flexible use 
in various settings. 

		  •	 Grab-and-Go, individually 			 
			   packaged and labeled activities

	 •	 Standards-aligned activities 

	 •	 Full-color print and digital 				 
		  Instructional Guide 

•	 Access to online  
	 instructional videos  
	 and resources

WHAT YOU’LL WHAT YOU’LL 
RECEIVE:RECEIVE:

Hands-On Literacy 
is a five-module program for grades K–6 that 
blends Reading Horizons’ research-backed phonics 
instruction with Central Creativity’s hands-on 
STEM activities. Each module delivers 4–6 hours of 
instructional time and is available in two versions:

•	 Grades K–2 – For early readers building 
foundational phonics skills

•	 Grades 3–6 – For older students who still  
need decoding and fluency support in an  

age-appropriate format

The program is designed for:

•	 Regular classroom Instruction
•	 Tutoring and intervention
•	 Afterschool & enrichment  

programs
•	 Summer learning



Inside the Teacher’s Guide

Implementation Options
Camp Model (1 Week)
Perfect for summer camps, workshops,  
or intensive programs
•	 Duration: 5 consecutive days
•	 Daily commitment: Half or Full day  
	 immersion (4-8 hours per day)
•	 Structure: Complete one full  
	 module each day

Weekly Classroom Model
Ideal for supplemental classroom 
instruction, after-school, and tutoring
•	 Duration: 5 weeks total
•	 Daily commitment: 45–60 minutes 		
	 per day, 4–5 days per week
•	 Structure: Complete one module  
	 per week with daily lessons 
 
Monthly Extended Model (1 Semester)
Great for regular and supplemental 
classroom instruction 
•	 Duration: 5 months (one semester)
•	 Weekly commitment:  
	 45–60 minutes per week
•	 Structure: Complete one module  
	 per month with weekly sessions

Full Academic Year Model  
(9-10 Months)
Comprehensive long-term learning 
experience
•	 Duration: Full school year
•	 Weekly commitment:  
	 30–45 minutes per week
•	 Structure: Extended  
	 implementation of each 	  
	 module with additional  
	 projects and activities

Homeschool Model  
(Flexible Pacing)
Designed for homeschool 
families and co-ops
•	 Duration: Self-paced or  
	 co-op scheduled
•	 Commitment: 2-4 sessions  
	 per week, 45-60 minutes each
•	 Structure: Complete modules  
	 at family’s pace; ideal for combining  
	 with existing curriculum
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	 The	vowels	can	spell	the	short	sounds	/ă/,	/ĭ/,	/ŏ/,	/ŭ/	and	/ĕ/.	Each	vowel	can		

	 also	spell	a	long	sound.	If	you	listen	to	the	long	sounds	/ā/,	/ī/,	/ō/,	/ū/,	/yū/,		

	 and	/ē/,	most	of	them	sound	like	the	names	of	the	vowels.	Phonetic	Skills	1	 

	 and	2	tell	us	that	when	one	or	two	consonants	follow	a	vowel,	the	vowel	sound		

	 is	short.	

	 Today		we	will	learn	about	Phonetic	Skill	3.	When	no	consonants	come	after	 

	 the	vowel,	the	vowel	sound	is	long.	

    PRO TIP: Some high-frequency words like to and do break this rule.  

    If students ask, let them know that Phonetic Skill 3 is the rule, and  

    the others are exceptions!

	 Refer	to	the	5	Phonetic	Skills	Poster	on	page	T9	

	 Let’s	prove	a	word	with	Phonetic	Skill	3.	

	 First,	tell	me	the	sounds	in	we.	(/w/ /ē/) 

	 Write	the	word	w-e.	(we)

	 Mark	under	the	vowel	with	an	x.	(x under e) 

	 Then	we	come	around	the	word.	Since	there	are	no	 

	 consonants	after	the	vowel,	we	prove	the	vowel	with	a	 

	 long	vowel	mark.	This	mark	reminds	us	that	when	we	 

	 read	this	word,	we	say	the	long	vowel	sound.	

	 Mark	the	vowel	with	a	long	vowel	mark.	 

 (macron over e) 

	 Read	the	word	twice.	(we, we) 

	 You’ve	got	it!	The	word	is	we.	

 We	go	to	school	early	to	eat	breakfast.

 Check for Understanding

	 What	does	Phonetic	Skill	3	tell	us?	 

 (When no consonants come after the  

 vowel, the vowel sound is long.)

Phonetic Skill 3

Direct Skill Instruction (5 min):  Have your students write and mark with you during instruction.

we

we

we

When no consonants come after the vowel, the vowel sound is long.
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Phonetic Skill 3

Dictation Word Bank (5 min): Choose 3–5 words to dictate. Provide corrective feedback 

as your students write and prove the words. Ask your students to read each word they 

wrote before they erase their boards.

Decoding Transfer

 •  Modeled Echo Read: The teacher reads, and then students repeat, like an echo.

 •  Choral Read: Students read with the teacher.

 •  Partner Read: Students read with a partner.

 • Independent Read: Students read by themselves.

Materials

Decodable Cards

Decodable Passage

Decodable Sentences

Transfer (8 min): This section is critical for your students to move learning from isolation 

to context. Repeated readings are benef icial and encouraged. While the goal is for your 

students to reach the paragraph level of transfer, some students may need support at the 

word or sentence level f irst. Choose the option(s) most appropriate for your students.
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Decodable Cards

Teachers: Cut the cards in half. Consider laminating for repeated use. 

Phonetic Skill 3

shem
eb

ew
e

he
hi

hi
he

so
fluI

go

squish squi ds plit strong

Phonetic Skill 3

shem
eb

ew
e

he
hi

hi
he

so
fluI

go

squish squi ds plit strong
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Name: 

Decodable Sentences

 1. I said, “Hi,” when we met at the park. 

2. He will be at the fish shop.

3. She was sick with the flu.

4. What can I help you with?

5. No, we will not go on the trip.
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Name: 

Decodable passage

Read the story and make an illustration to match.

“Hi,” I said to Wu.

“I am Dru.”

“Hi,” he said to me.

“This is Mo. She is with me. We will be in your class.”

I will go with Wu and Mo to class.

They had no pal yet.

I will be their pal .
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Phonetic Skill 3

Decoding Extensions

 •  Dictate the sentences to students for additional  

  transfer in encoding. Have students read the  

  sentences after writing.

 •  Have students choose one sentence to turn into  

  a paragraph or story.

 •  Have students illustrate what they read in the passage. 

List 1
 • me: Will you come with me to the store? 

 • so: It’s so hot today! 

 • she: She likes to swim at the pool. 

 • we: We like to read adventure stories. 

 • hi: Let’s say hi to the new student.

List 2 
 • be: They can’t be late for class. 

 • flu: People get ill with the flu. 

 • go: Where would you like to go? 

 • no: Ash said, “No thanks!” 

 • I: Taylor and I are going to the movies.

Quick Check (optional): If you would like to collect additional data, you may choose to 

give your students a Quick Check. Pick one of the lists provided. Ask your students to 

listen to each word and spell it on paper. Say each word and then provide a context  

sentence. Accuracy in the Quick Check can indicate prof iciency in this skill.
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3. go

2. soft

4. cape

1. met

5. boat

5 Phonetic Skills
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BIG IDEA

Students will explore 

how specialized 

polymers can 

selectively absorb oil 

while repelling water.  

ESSENTIAL INFO

Nanomaterials are super tiny particles. They are so small 

that you would need to line up thousands of them to match 

the width of a human hair! These special materials can do 

amazing things that bigger materials can’t. For oil cleanup, 

some nanomaterials can soak up oil like a super-sponge, 

absorbing up to 100 times their own weight while completely 

avoiding water. Scientists can control some nanomaterials 

using magnets, moving them through dirty water to collect oil 

and then retrieving them afterward. 

? ? ?

WORDS TO 
KNOW

• Polymer: A long 

chain of repeating 

molecules used to 

make materials like 

plastic, rubber, and 

nylon.

• Hydrophobic: 

Something that 

repels or doesn’t 

mix with water.

• Oil-solidifying 

polymer: A special 

material that 

absorbs oil while 

repelling water, 

making cleanup 

easier.

• Skimming: 

A method of 

removing thin 

layers of oil from 

the surface of 

water.

NOTES
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SAFETY

• Always wear 

protective glasses 

when handling oils 

and chemicals.

• Have students 

wash their hands 

thoroughly after 

conducting the 

experiment.

• Never ingest any 

materials.

• Properly dispose 

of oil in sealed 

containers. 

FOR INQUIRING MINDS

WHAT OTHER MESSES COULD SPECIAL MATERIALS LIKE 

NANOSAND CLEAN? Scientists are developing similar materials 

to clean up paint spills, chemical leaks, and even microscopic 

pollution.

WHY DO OIL AND WATER CREATE RAINBOW COLORS? The 

rainbow colors appear because light waves bounce differently 

off the thin layer of oil floating on water.

NOTES
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TAKING IT 
FURTHER

Polymer Hunt: Look 

for polymers around 

the classroom and 

school Create a class 

chart showing which 

ones are waterproof 

and which ones 

absorb water.

*Possible waterproof 

polymers:

Plastic Folders: Water 

forms droplets that roll 

off instead of soaking 

in.

Ziploc Bags: These 

create a barrier that 

prevents liquids from 

leaking.

Styrofoam Cups: Their 

structure with tiny air 

bubbles prevents water 

from soaking in.

*Possible absorbent 

polymers:

Paper Towels: These 

quickly soak up water 

spills through their 

fibrous structure.

Sponges: These contain 

countless tiny spaces 

that fill with water when 

wet.

Felt-tip Markers: The 

tip contains polymers 

designed to absorb and 

release ink.

NOTES

Sand: When I dropped the regular sand into the oil, it sank 

straight through the oil and didn’t soak anything up. The oil 

stayed at the top of the water.

Nanosand: When I dropped the nanosand into the oil, it 

absorbed the oil and floated. I was even able to remove most 

of the oil by scooping out the nanosand.

Compare: The nanosand worked because it is hydrophobic, 

which means it repels water and sticks to the oil instead. 

Regular sand doesn’t do that, so the oil just stays behind.

Possible responses below:
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NOTES

WORD STEPPING 

STONES

Place the word 

cards on the 

floor close to one 

another. Your 

students could 

hop, skip, or jump 

along them, but 

they must read 

each word before 

moving to the next 

one. When students 

land on a word 

card, have them 

say a sentence that 

includes the word.  

Bonus if the 

sentence is about 

the science for the 

day!
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Word Cards

Teachers: Cut the cards out. Consider laminating for repeated use. 

be flu

go he

hi
I

no she

so we

Phonetic Skill 3

Descriptive Language

Use your senses to explore nanosand. Describe how it feels, moves, 

looks, sounds, and smells. Write your own descriptive words in the 

blanks below.

Touch: How does the nanosand feel  

when you squeeze, pour, or mold it?

______________________________________ 

Movement: What do you notice when  

the nanosand moves?

______________________________________ 

Appearance: How does the nanosand  

look?

______________________________________ 

Smell: Does it have a smell? Describe it!

______________________________________

Phonetic Skill 3

When no consonants come after the vowel, the vowel sound is long. 

Compare nanosand to 

other objects using 

similes. 

1. Nanosand is as 

smooth as  
 
_______________ and  

as slippery as 
 
 _____________________ . 

 
2. Nanosand flows  

 
like _______________  

through your fingers. 

3. Nanosand clumps 

together like 
 
_______________  in your 

hand.
13
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Examples: soft, silky, sticky, smooth

Examples: flows, crumbles, shifts, oozes

Examples: shiny, grainy, colorful

Examples: odorless

Answers will vary



Teacher  
Support  

We are here to help.

•	 No prep required.  

•	 Easy-to-follow instructions. 

•	 All materials are included; no gathering or  
	 sourcing is needed. 

•	 Training videos and ongoing support available.

Next Steps 
 

Ready to move forward? 
Still have questions?  

• 	 Schedule a live or virtual session 
• 	 Review sample teacher and 		
	 student materials 
• 	 Discuss funding options and place 	
	 an order 
								      

866-381-1760
 www.centralcreativity.com

Ready to Engage Every Learner?
866-381-1760          www.centralcreativity.com


